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Women Sharing Hope Supports Blue Skies
Women Sharing Hope (WSH), a
local Whatcom County non-profit
organization run entirely by volunteers, focuses their support on
helping women and children within the local community. WSH
held their annual Handbag Auction and Champagne Luncheon on
April 13th at Settlemeyer Hall
with a fun “Shake Rattle & Roll”
1950’s theme.
Blue Skies for Children was proud
to be one of two organizations to
benefit from the event, along

with Hope House. A smaller portion
of the proceeds will be distributed
through Women Sharing Hope’s
Community Funds Program.

summer camps, school ASB Cards,
graduation expenses, refurbished
computers, sports cleats, sports
uniforms, and much more.

WSH selected Blue Skies One-Time
Little Wishes Program for designation of funding. The sold out event
included both silent and live auctions, a garden section, and dessert
dash. Blue Skies One-Time Little
Wishes Program grants wishes for
homeless, low-income, and foster
children. Little Wishes can be in
support of school trips, sports fees,

Women Sharing Hope member Linda
Bergsma says, “In the classroom, it is
difficult to see those children who
cannot equally participate with their
peers due to finances. Whether it is
music or classroom outings, when a
child is left out, their identity is
affected. Such joyfulness is added to
their lives when a Blue Skies Little
Wish is fulfilled!”

Blue Skies Distributes Athletic Shoes
More than 700 pairs of little
feet came through the office
in just under 10 weeks to
receive a brand new pair of
athletic shoes and socks.

We are grateful to Superfeet, Soles4Souls, and the
Bellingham Bay Rotary for
their support of Blue Skies
and our Shoe Give Program!

A Little Wish for “Kingsley”
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Heidi Hawkins, Director
Jessica Raymond, Director

“Kingsley” is a 9 year old
foster kiddo who has been
shuffled from home to
home, with three different
placements in just the past
year.

permanent placement
resulted in a separation
from his siblings. Though
they live nearby, it’s been an
understandable adjustment
for Kingsley.

Kingsley is now placed in
long-term care with foster
parents who have known
him for many years
through his school and
they totally adore him.

He made a Little Wish
through Blue Skies to attend
a summer camp with a few
friends from school.

Unfortunately, this more

His foster parents said, “We
were happy to not only see
Kingsley beginning to settle

in, but to also see him go to
camp.”
The foster parents are still
hoping his family can be
reunited, but his foster mom
says she will keep him in
their home as long as he
needs to be fostered.
His teenage sisters miss him
but are happy in their
current placement, and see
him whenever they can.
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Quote
Corner
“The past four years
I have served on the
board, I have seen
first-hand the impact
Blue Skies has
made in the lives of
our local children.
Watching a child put
on a pair of brand
new shoes for the
first time and the
unforgettable joy
that spreads across
their face is
priceless.

We wish to thank all who
supported our 12th Annual St.
Patrick’s Day Casino Night Fundraiser that was held on Sat.
March 16th, at the Four Points.
The event raised over $16,000 in
support of Blue Skies for Children and our Little Wishes Programs. This event is one of two
major fundraisers that provide
the majority of Blue Skies annual
funding.
Attendees enjoyed mock casino
gaming such as Craps, Blackjack,

You witness tears
from a single mom
who is overwhelmed
with gratefulness for
the warm winter coat
her child receives.”

Texas Hold’em, Spanish 21,
Red Dog & High Card Flush.
The event offered heavy appetizers, no-host bar, a mid-event
raffle dash, and end of night
prizes given to top players
who had won the most casino
chips. We had a great turnout
with over 60 attendees.
Blue Skies could not hold the
event without the support of
our volunteer board, staff,
donors, and sponsors. A big
thank you all who help make
this event a success!

Thank You to our Sponsors:
Barron Smith Daugert PLLC
Bellingham Cold Storage
Braam Construction, Inc
Care Medical
Cascade Dafo
Dawson Construction
Dewey Griffin Subaru
Double Barrel BBQ
Donna Loken Family Trust
Ershigs, Inc.
Gladys Hyatt CPA PS
IBEW 191
Judd & Black
Laserpoint Awards & Promotions
Melvin Brewery
New Life Chiropractic & Wellness
Northwest Custom Signs & Graphics
Northwest Propane
Cascade Radio Group
Costco -and- Yelp!

Pam R.
——————“Blue Skies for
Children provides a
vital service to
homeless, low
income, and foster
children in our
community. The
services provided to
these children help
them have
opportunities that
their life
circumstances don't
normally allow
for. Blue Skies for
Children is a blessing
to our community. “
Vickie B.

Welcome Jessica Raymond, New Board Member
Jessica Raymond has lived in
Bellingham for 14 years and is
a graduate of WWU. She holds
a Bachelors degree in Human
Services and a Masters degree
in Social Work. She has been a
school counselor for the past
five years and worked in social
services in Bellingham for eight

years. Jessica and her husband
Tim have an infant daughter
and have previously been
foster parents. She hopes to
continue her work as an advocate for children and families in
need as a member of the Blue
Skies for Children board. Help
us welcome Jessica!
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Save the Date - Blue Skies Auction
Grab your spouse, invite a friend,
bring your co-worker and join us at
our 2019 Annual Dinner & Charity
Auction.
Please Save the Date! This event
will take place on Saturday, Oct. 12,
2019, at 5:30 PM in support of Blue
Skies for Children and is our largest
fundraiser of the year. The theme is
“Hope Anchors the Soul” in
connection with our mission to
raise hope and self-esteem in our
homeless, low-income and foster
children.
Blue Skies is currently accepting

donations of items and services for
both the silent and live auctions.
Donating to this event is a great
way to support your local community and gain marketing exposure.
Sponsorships are still available from
$500 up to $10,000. With your
support we hope to raise over
$110,000 which allows us to serve
the community in the year to come.
We cannot do so without our community!
To sponsor, donate or buy event
tickets, call 360.756.6710 or go to:
www.blueskiesforchildren.org.

Watch for your invite in the mail!

Tickets to the event are
$95 and can be
purchased by phone
360.756.6710 or online at
blueskiesforchildren.org.

“Taylor’s” Little Wish
For the past few years, “Taylor”
has been taking Horseback
Riding lessons with the help of
Blue Skies for Children. She has
developed a new skill and true
passion in her life, and built a

personal connection with her
instructor and the horses at
the stable.
Taylor was quickly labeled
“an excellent rider, with natural riding talent” and has
been riding a particularly
difficult horse that no other
student in her class could
ride. With the help of her
lessons, Taylor says she has
“found a way to be cool,

calm, and collected”. Her
father said that Taylor is
“thriving in life, in school,
and in her family relationships” as a direct result of
her time at the stables.
Taylor and her family are
moving and expressed their
gratitude for the assistance
provided by Blue Skies, as
they look forward to a positive future in their new city.

Community Supports Blue
Thank you Bellingham Festival of
Music - because of you, there are
(13) children who are enrolled in
music and taking a variety of
piano, violin and alto sax lessons.

Thank you
Melvin Brewery for your
support of
Blue Skies for
Children with
your $3 Beer
Fundraiser, raising $1,686
through the sale of 562 beers.

A Huge
Thank You to
Subaru of
America,
Inc.
Congratulations
to Dewey
Griffin Subaru
for being
awarded
2019 Love
Promise
Retailer of
the Year!
As a result,
Subaru of
America Inc.,
has donated
$10,000 to
Blue Skies for
Children!

Winter Warm Up Program
2505 Cedarwood Ave, Ste 5
Bellingham, WA 98225

Remember Blue Skies for Children when cleaning out your
closets this Fall! We are collecting warm winter coats,

Phone: 360.756.6710
E-mail: blueskies@blueskiesforchildren.org

hats, gloves, scarves and fleece blankets for distribution

A huge thank you to Seattle’s

to homeless, low-income and foster youth

Woodland Park Zoo
for your grant of 5oo zoo passes for
our Whatcom County homeless, low
-income and foster families, so they
can visit Woodland Park Zoo’s brand
new baby male giraffe, “Hasani”

October 28 through December 19, 2019

Meet Our Program Coordinators
Driven by the desire to improve the
quality of life for others, Andre is
currently pursuing a career in the nonprofit sector. He holds a BA in both
Political Science and History.

Alyssa is a recent transplant to the Bellingham
area, having grown up in Michigan and lived all
over the country for the last decade, most
recently in Hawaii. She moved here with her
husband and two little boys to be near the
mountains and the beauty of the Pacific NW.

Andre has been living in Bellingham for
several years now and has been an
active member in the community.

Alyssa graduated with her B.A. from Grand
Valley State University in 2013, having studied
Art History, Philosophy, and Gender Studies.

He attended WWU, and works at a popular downtown
restaurant in addition to his role at Blue Skies. In his free
time, Andre can be found enjoying the views of Bellingham
Bay, and researching new puns with which to entertain his
coworkers.

She has a passion for volunteer work and has been involved in various causes relating to child and family safety throughout her many
moves. Alyssa has spent the last few years helping her husband run
his social media marketing start-up and raising her kids. She has also
studied children's literature extensively and has a strong background
in children's books and literacy, and is an avid reader.

Andre has always been an avid musician and is currently the
guitarist for local Blues/Soul band Black Water. You can
find them playing local shows around the Bellingham and
Ferndale area quite often.

In her free time, Alyssa spends most of her days keeping up with her
two young sons and outdoors-enthusiast husband. Though she prefers
to stay home watching classic films and reading, she can occasionally
be found hiking with the family semi-willingly. She loves Broadway
music and jazz and goes into Seattle to experience both every chance
she gets.

Andre is extremely excited to be a part of Blue Skies for
Children, and wants to positively impact the lives of
children throughout Whatcom & Skagit Counties. Andre
oversees the Little Wishes Enrichment Program, Sponsor-A
-Child Program, and Instrument Loaner Program.

Alyssa oversees Blue Skies (3) Distribution Programs, One-Time Little
Wishes Program and distribution of foster family essentials. She loves
getting to meet the children we serve and the hands-on experience of
meeting the needs of the families who come to Blue Skies.

