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Blue Skies Shoe Give Program
Over the last nine years, Blue Skies
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to donate: 360.756.6710
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seeks funding, and collects athletic

Welcome Back to the Board Heidi Hawkins
Blue Skies is excited to welcome
Heidi Hawkins back to its board of
directors. Heidi was first touched
by Blue Skies’ many years ago
through a small team of individuals
that came together to form a new
non-profit within our community
with a heartfelt mission to help
homeless, low-income and foster
children build their self-esteem
through a Little Wishes program,
and more.
Heidi was a member of the founding committee for Blue Skies for

Children, as well as, serving as the
Vice President from 2002-2004.
In the Fall of 2009, she left the
board to focus on getting her two
oldest daughters off to college. In
2018, she re-joined the board to
continue to be a voice for those
that need us most, homeless, lowincome and foster children.
Heidi currently serves our community as a Marketing Specialist with
Cascade Radio Group. Prior to that
role, she worked for Children’s
House International, a local non-

profit international adoption agency
located in Ferndale.
Heidi holds a Bachelor’s Degree in
Communications with a minor in
Asian American Cultural Studies
from Western Washington.
She and her husband Kim Baydek
have been blessed with three daughters Joi, Suzi and Mimi. They love
this community and have lived in
Bellingham for over 20 years.
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Winter Warm
Up Program

Remember Blue
Skies for Children
when cleaning
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11th Annual Casino Night
We wish to thank all who
supported our 11th Annual St.
Patrick’s Day Casino Night
Fundraiser that was held on
Sat. March 17th, at the Four
Points. The event raised over
$17,000 in support of Blue
Skies for Children and our
Little Wishes Programs. This
event is one of two major
fundraisers that provide the
majority of Blue Skies annual
funding.
Attendees enjoyed mock
casino gaming such as Craps,
Roulette, Blackjack, Texas

Hold’em, Red Dog and
High Card Flush. The event
offered heavy appetizers, nohost bar, a mid-event raffle
dash, and end of night prizes
given to top players who had
won the most casino chips.
We had a great turnout with
95 attendees.
Blue Skies could not hold the
event without the support of
our volunteer board, staff,
donors and sponsors. A big
thank you all who help make
this event a success.

Thanks to our sponsors:
Avenue Bread
Bellingham Cold Storage
Care Medical
Dawson Construction
Dewey Griffin Subaru
Home Attendant Care
IBEW 191
Kevalena Properties
Lokun Trust / Pozie by Natalie
Lynden Sheet Metal
McEvoy Oil
McKays Taphouse & Pizzaria

out your closets!
Distribution of
coats, hats,
gloves, scarves
and blankets
starts on
October 15th.

Donate a new or
gently used
winter coat or
fleece blanket.
We are accepting
donations now
through the end
of the year.

Blue Skies Wins 2nd Place
What a gift to receive Bob
Wallin’s 2nd Place award
of $1,000 with 436 votes!
We wish to thank every
one of you who voted for
Blue Skies for Children.
For more information go
to www.bwicares.com
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Support Blue Skies 18th Annual Auction
Grab your spouse, invite a friend,
bring your co-worker and join us at
our 2018 Annual Dinner & Charity
Auction.
The event will take place on Oct.
27, 2018 in support of Blue Skies
for Children and is our largest fundraiser of the year. The theme is
“Willy Wonka - Pure Imagination!”

Sponsorships are still available up to
$10,000. With your support we
hope to raise over $100,000 and
can not do so without our community!

Thank you to Lynne & Jaime Henifin
for sponsoring this event through
NW Safety Signs, and Custom Signs
and Graphics as our 2018 Wine
Sponsor.

Tickets to the event are $85 and
can be purchased at
www.blueskiesforchildren.org.

Blue Skies is currently accepting
donations of items and services for
both the silent and live auctions.
Donating to this event is a great
way to support your local community and gain marketing exposure.

Child through Blue
Skies gives me a
warm feeling of
satisfaction to
know I am helping

lessons for a
young girl in need,
To sponsor, donate or buy event
tickets, call 360.756.6710 or go to:
www.blueskiesforchildren.org

right here in
Whatcom
County.”

We wish to thank Dick
Meyer and the Staff at
Dewey Griffin Subaru for
their outstanding support
of Blue Skies over the past
year.

local kids in need. Meyer
also donated Seahawk
tickets that helped Blue
Skies raise $2750 in support of our Winter Warm
Up Program.

Last December, the staff
generously shopped,
wrapped, and delivered
holiday gifts to 30 of our

In March, Dewey Griffin
Subaru supported our
Annual Casino night.

Thank you for all you
do in our local
community.

Woodland Park Zoo for your donation of zoo passes for our local
homeless, low-income and foster
children, so they can visit Woodland Park Zoo’s brand new residents, two adorable red panda
cubs.
The community voted to name
them ZEYA (ZAY-uh), meaning success in Burmese and LLA (EE-la),
meaning earth in Sanskrit.

- Gladys H.

“I appreciate the
opportunity Blue
Skies provides to
make what I
believe is a

Dewey Griffin Subaru
1800 Iowa St,
Bellingham, WA 98229
We are community driven!

Community Supports Blue Skies

A huge thank you to Seattle’s

“Sponsoring a

to provide piano

Thank You Dewey Griffin Subaru

(Photo credit: Woodland Park Zoo.org)
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positive
contribution to a
young man’s life.
It warms my
heart to enable
him to participate
year after year
in Karate.
Providing a stable

Thank you Bellingham Music
Festival for your support and
sponsorship of (11) children
who are now enrolled in music
and taking piano, guitar, sax,
and voice lessons.

opportunity to
grow socially and
physically.”
- Bill D.
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Do you want to
help a local child
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Make a Difference in a Child’s Life
“Caleb is 10 and going into the
5th grade. He lives with his
grandmother who adopted him
when he was 6 years old. His
grandmother enrolled him in a
trial session of taekwondo in
hopes that it would help with
his anger management and
acting out on impulse. He immediately thrived in the structure of taekwondo and she
saw how it helped him with his
self control. Financially, she
could not afford to enroll him
in the class. She heard about
Blue Skies and made the call.

Through Blue Skies support,
Caleb was able to enroll in
taekwondo. His grandmother,
instructor and school staff
members have all been amazed
by the impact taekwondo has
had on Caleb’s behavior. He is
demonstrating self control, and
is showing respect at home
and at school. People at school
and in public have commented
on his good manners. Caleb
says “It makes me feel good to
say ‘Yes, Sir, No Sir and Yes
Ma’am and No Ma’am.” Caleb
says that taekwondo has taught

him about how his actions
have consequences and that
even if he fails he can’t quit.
Through much determination
Caleb is beginning testing to
earn his black belt. His confidence continues to grow.
His grandmother would like to
thank everyone at Blue Skies
and those that support the
organization for the special
help we provided to Caleb and
to kids like him.
Call 360.756.6710 to make a
difference in a child’s life.

living in Whatcom
County? Consider
sponsoring a child
through Blue Skies
for Children for
just $60 per
month.

CTK Backpack Drive for Blue Skies
Blue Skies has been a proud
CTK partner for the past three
years. Every year they go
above and beyond to support
their twelve non-profit partners.
This year they did a drive for
Blue Skies Back-to-School
Backpack Program, with a goal
to collect 150 brand new backpacks and then planned to
match the number they collected up to 150. Blue Skies

was invited to host a collection
booth at the church on Sat.
Aug 4 and Sunday Aug 5th.
More than 100 backpacks
poured in that weekend, with
the collection continuing
through the week of Aug.
16th. CTK is proud to share
that they collected 210 backpacks and matched 150 backpacks for a total donation of
360.

packs that will be distributed
to local homeless, low-income
and foster children between
now and the end of Sept. As
of today, over 700 backpacks
have been distributed.

These are much needed back-

Backpacks Given at Carl Cozier
Myah Dawkins, Rachel Smith
and Julie Guay were up early
on Friday August 24th,, ready
to distribute backpacks at Carl
Cozier Elementary at 6:45am
to the long line of families
waiting for their turn to register for the new school year.
Carl Cozier hosted the OSPI
free lunch program registration
for Bellingham students and

invited Blue Skies for Children,
Operation School Bell and
Unity Care NW to set up
tables. In just four hours, Blue
Skies had distributed 435 backpacks to homeless, low-income
and foster families. Many
families waited an hour and a
half just for their turn. What a
fun day it was to help kids pick
out just the right backpack!
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Foster Corner Facts
>1 in 3 foster children will be
homeless within one year of aging
out of the foster system.
>3% Earn a college degree
>25% Have post-traumatic stress
disorder

Blue Skies for Children has been a
partner of the Mattress Firm Foster
Kids (MFFK) Program since 2008.
These are a few statistics offered by
the MFFK Foundation:

>50% Graduate High School

Laptop Program for a limited time.

>70% of females are pregnant by 21
years old.

If you know a foster child in need
of a laptop computer, please contact Blue Skies for Children for
information on how to apply. Email
Julie@blueskiesforchildren.org or
call 360.756.6710.

>30% are arrested.
The Mattress Firm Foster Kids
Program is now offering an iFoster

Why I Choose to be a Foster Parent
Blue Skies for Children has been
working with local foster parents
since 1997. We asked our foster
parents to tell us why they foster
children and here is what they said.

both tested and strengthened our
marriage. As we prepare to have a
baby in a few weeks, we are taking
a short break from fostering, but
hope to return.” - Jessica R.

“We chose to be licensed foster
parents after being a suitable other
for a 5th grader at the school I
work at. She was a child I had a
close relationship with and I knew
the family well. We had her for
three months. It was a really positive experience and my husband
and I decided to get our license a
few months later. Our first foster
placement was a sibling set of three
brothers who we fostered for over
a year. It was the most challenging
but rewarding year of our lives and

“... we have fostered over 80 children in the past six years. Some
just for a night, some for more than
five years. If we can make a difference in the life of one child, then
there is relevance in ours...It is a
win-win scenario.” - Jerry S.
“I chose to be a foster parent because I am a teacher and I saw kids
who needed a home so they could
stay in school. I have fostered 15
kids in 13 years. It’s been rewarding, frustrating, wonderful, and

Our Summer Volunteer, Anishka
Anishka is a high school student with a
passion for piano, dance, writing poetry
and volunteering. She first heard about
Blue Skies for Children from her mom,
who had previously volunteered. She
explains that during her the Summer it
is important to her to strengthen her

administrative skills and to spend
time helping others. Her work at Blue
Skies has offered her both. Anishka
has relatives that have experienced
homelessness, and this has made her
more empathetic to those in need. It
has driven her to want to help people.

painful, as well as meaningful to the
kids.” - Chelle D.
“I became a foster parent almost
ten years ago because I was at
church and our pastor challenged
us to “Shake the hand of a need”.
He said go see what it is about,
take a class and see if it is something you can meet. I knew I wanted to know more about foster
care. So, I took a class and have
been licensed since I was 23 yo. I
have grown from a single woman to
a permanent family of five! My
husband and I have three adopted
kids and are currently fostering one
other. Over the years we have
fostered 40+ kids.” - Allison M.

She explains that “I have several
friends who have come from Honduras
and Venezuela that don’t necessarily
have the same advantages that others
do. I know that the programs at Blue
Skies helps kids in similar situations
with their self-image, and this positively impacts their performance in school
and in life.”

“...we have
fostered
over 80
children!”
- Jerry S.
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11th Annual St. Patrick’s Day
Casino Night Fundraiser
2505 Cedarwood Ave, Ste 5
Bellingham, WA 98225
Phone: 360.756.6710
E-mail: blueskies@blueskiesforchildren.org

Thank you to all who
attended and supported
this event!

We love our
Community Partners

Blue Skies for Children’s Mission
To raise hope and self-esteem by sponsoring
enrichment activities and other essentials for
homeless, low-income and foster children.

