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Blue Skies Gives 628 Pairs of Shoes

Kevin Coleman, Director
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Shoe Give Program has been

Natalie Ransom, Director
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supported by Soles4Souls, The

Diane Trough, Director
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Julie Guay, “The number of chil-
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for Children has given athletic

continues to grow every year.

Superfeet. Many additional mem-

shoes to thousands of children.

Kids have come in to our office in

bers of the community have fund-

Last year the organization distrib-

their bare feet, or in flip flops in

raised and donated brightly col-

uted 535 brand new pairs of shoes

the pouring rain,” Guay said. “This

ored socks. Blue Skies collects

and socks. This Spring, 628 pairs

last year we had an 8th grader

both shoes and socks year round.

of brand new shoes and socks

come in with a school counselor.

Call to donate: 360.756.6710.

were given to homeless, low-
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income and foster children in

because she didn’t own any shoes

Whatcom County. The program

that fit her growing feet.” The
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Want to give back to
the community? Are
you thinking about
joining a non-profit
board? Blue Skies for
Children needs you!
We are looking for
three passionate
individuals to join
our dedicated board.

Welcome Back, Deanna Kangas
Program Coordinator, managing both
the Sponsor-A-Child Program and Little
Wishes Enrichment Program. In 2011,
Deanna left to homeschool her two
daughters, who are now 10 and 13
years old.

Blue Skies is excited to welcome
Deanna Kangas back as a contract
employee. Deanna originally worked for
Blue Skies from 2009 to 2011 as our

Deanna has focused her energy on
home schooling and building her home
based business as a virtual assistant. She offers personal assistant
services including web design and
management, graphic art work, and
social media support.

Over the past six years, Deanna has
continued to support Blue Skies for
Children by donating her time to help
with our graphic art needs. Blue Skies
has grown and we are now able to
utilize her graphic art and social media
skills in a greater capacity. Deanna will
still donate a portion of her time to
the organization but will now be taking
on a bigger role than she previously
had.
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Our Winter
Warm Up
program starts
October 30th.
Remember us
when cleaning
out your closets!
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10th Annual Casino Night
We wish to thank all who
supported our 10th Annual
Casino Night Fundraiser that
was held on Friday, March
17th, at the Northwood Hall.
The event raised over $13,000
in support of Blue Skies for
Children and our Little Wishes
Programs. This event is one of
two major fundraisers that
provide the majority of Blue
Skies annual funding.
Attendees enjoyed mock
casino gaming such as Craps,
Roulette, Blackjack, Texas

Want to Help?
Donate a
backpack, winter
coat, blanket, or
office supplies such
as copy paper, #10
envelopes, or
postage stamps!

Hold’em and High Card Flush.
The event offered heavy
appetizers, no-host bar, a midevent raffle dash, and end of
night prizes given to those top
three players who had won the
most chips.

thank you all who help make
this event a success. Special
thanks to our major sponsors:

We had a great turnout with
over 80 attendees.
We would like to thank our
volunteer Mary Hall for her
help. We could not put on the
event without the support of
our volunteer board, staff
donors and sponsors. A big

CTK Volunteers Help Blue Skies
Christ the King (CTK) Church partners with (10) local non-profit organizations to help further good work
within the local community. Blue Skies
for Children is one of these very
lucky organizations to receive their
help and volunteer support.
This summer CTK members held a
volunteer day at Blue Skies for
Children, CTK volunteers were
coordinated by Katrina Thomas,. Eight
volunteers came to help Blue Skies
freshen up their office and exterior
building areas. Five people joined staff
to paint two bathrooms, two hallways,

a meeting room and reception area.
Although scheduled for four hours, two
volunteered stayed to paint for a full six
hours.
Three volunteers worked tirelessly in
the hot sun to enrich the exterior of
the building They planted flowers,
pulled ivy and raked beds and shoveled
bark along the walkways and entry
ways.
Executive Director, Julie Guay said
“The paint makes our office light and
bright and fresh. The plants and bark
create a welcoming exterior. We
thank CTK so much for helping us out

with both the funding and helping hands
to get this much needed work done.”
Additionally, new mirrors were placed
in each bathroom and carpet runners
were provided for the building hallway.
A big thanks goes to Doug Vanderpol
for donating the bark and delivery to
Blue Skies through GrowSource. Thank
you to Tiffany Winkler for donation of a
bathroom mirror. Thank you to our
hard working volunteers: Gittle Goodman, Liz Wilson, Jessie Higgie, Marian
Clizbe, Jim & Mary Jansky, Nancy Barga,
Jennifer Veenbaas, Renee Bliss, and
coordinator Katrina Thomas.
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Support Blue Skies 17th Annual Auction
Thank you
Gather your friends and book a
table now for the 2017 Annual
Dinner & Charity Auction.
Join us on October 28, 2017 to
support Blue Skies largest fundraiser of the year. The event will be
themed “Curious George goes to
an Auction!”
We are currently accepting donation of items and services for both
our silent and live auctions.
Sponsorships are available and
range from $250 to $10,000.
With your support we plan to raise

over $100,000 and can not do so
without our community! Contact
Blue Skies or a board member for
more information, or go online to
our website to sponsor this event
or donate an auction item.
Tickets to the event are $85 and
can be purchased on our website.
Thank you to Lynne & Jaime Henifin
for sponsoring this event through
NW Safety Signs, as our Wine
Sponsor.
Blue Skies provides support for 100
children per month enrolled in

music lessons, dance, martial arts,
team and individual sports. Many
children also receive support
through the One-Time Little
Wishes Program, borrow a musical
instrument for school band or
orchestra, or receive much needed
essentials through our shoe give,
Back-to-School backpack Program
or Winter Warm Up.
Over 1,200 children who are living
homeless, low-income or in foster
care are served annually.
For more information go to:
www.blueskiesforchildren.org

to
The Seattle
Foundation
and the Robert
D & Dorothy S
O’Brien
Memorial
Fund for their
amazing
support of our

It’s almost time for Back to School!
I know! It’s hard
to believe we are
talking about
Back-to-School
already! At Blue
Skies, we start to
think about going
back to school in July because we
are gearing up to begin distribution
of backpacks through our Back-toSchool Backpack Program as of

August 1, and will continue through
Sept. 21st.
Backpacks are given to local homeless, low-income and foster
children, ages 6 to 18 (or five years
old and entering Kindergarten).
Last year was our first formal distribution of this program and we had
over 400 kids who came to Blue
Skies to pick out a new backpack.

According to Julie Guay, Executive
Director for Blue Skies, “We are
expecting over 500 children to
benefit from this program this
year.”
The Opportunity Council also
collects and distributes an equal
amount of backpacks. The need is
great in this county and we will be
working with OppCo to coordinate
the need. To donate call 360.756.6710

Little Wishes
Program
and our
Sponsor-AChild Program

Thank you
Michael
Schacht of

Community Supports Blue Skies
A huge thank you to
Seattle’s Woodland
Park Zoo for donating passes to the
zoo for our local
homeless, lowincome and foster
children. They will enjoy visiting
the brand new baby giraffe and 1
1/2 year old baby gorilla, Yola.

Thank you to Mojo Music for
supporting Blue Skies Instrument
loaner program through their
annual music festival to be held on
Sunday Aug. 20 at Boundary Bay.
Even if you can not attend the
event, stop by Mojo Music to buy a
raffle ticket, and support Blue Skies.

Blue Skies for Children is very
grateful for its partnership with
Mattress Firms Ticket to Dream
Foundation and Mattriess Firms
Foster Kids program.
MFFK annual PJ Bowl
event raised $4864
for foster kids in
Whatcom County!

Schacht Law
Offices for
your support
of Blue Skies
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Casino Night Fun!

Blue Skies for Children
2505 Cedarwood Ave., Ste. 5
Bellingham, WA 98225

Phone: 360-756-6710
Fax: 360-738-6684
E-mail: BlueSkies@blueskiesforchildren.org
Mission: To raise hope and self-esteem by sponsoring
enrichment activities and other essentials for homeless,
low-income and foster children.

Thank you to all who attended and
supported this event!

Thank you Community Partners
Thank You
Bellingham/Whatcom
Chamber of Commerce
for honoring
Blue Skies for Children as
your member of the week!

A huge thank you to all our Casino
Night Sponsors!

