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Want to give back to
the community? Are
you thinking about
joining a non-profit
board? Blue Skies for
Children needs you!
We are looking for
three passionate
individuals to join
our dedicated board.
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Whatcom County Kids Receive Shoes
More than 500 children visited
Blue Skies for Children this year
for a brand new pair of shoes
and socks. The need was so
great that calls continued to
come in even after the program
closed its seasonal pop-up distribution shop in May.

his brand new pair.
Blue Skies is proud to have received funding in 2016 from the
Whatcom Community Foundation, Women Sharing Hope and

A boy attending middle school
came in to the office wearing a
pair of sneakers he had
borrowed from his track coach.
We properly fitted him with
shoes that turned out to be a full
size smaller than the shoes he
had been wearing. The boy’s
happiness could be felt by everyone in the room.
Although well worn, the boy
planned to return the borrowed
shoes to his coach and was very
eager to proudly show his coach

Your support impacts a
child right here in
Whatcom County.

the Bellingham Bay Rotary and
Sleep Train USA for Blue Skies
for Children’s Shoe Give Distribution Program. This program

has put brand new shoes and
socks on over 1,000 local children in the past 18 months The
program would not be possible
without support of our local
community,
We want everyone to know how
very grateful we are to all who
support Blue Skies for Children,
whether it be directly through
our Sponsor-A-Child Program,
or in donation of an item or
service to our auction, or
through your membership and
support of a philanthropic organization that gives back to Blue
Skies. Every single way you give,
matters! Thank you for making a
difference in the life of a local
child living homeless, low-income
or in foster care.

“It’s An Auction, Charlie Brown!”
Save the date! Join us for our
16th Annual Dinner and Charity
Auction, planned for Saturday
November 19, 2016. The event
will be held at the Four Points by
Sheraton on Lakeway Drive. The
affair includes appetizers, optional wine tasting, a plated dinner,
and dessert dash. Activities in-

clude a silent and live auction, bid
board, raffles and games. We
will again enjoy Girl Meets Boy
DJ services, courtesy of Gary
Bird. As well, we will be entertained by a few children who are
participating in Blue Skies for
Children’s enrichment program
who will play the piano for us.

Blue Skies gathers nearly 250
silent and live auction items each
year from our very generous
community. This event raised a
record $108,000 last year, and is
the foundation of our ability to
serve our local homeless, lowincome and foster children in the
coming year.
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9th Annual Casino Night
We wish to thank all who
supported our 9th Annual
Casino Night Fundraiser, that
was held on Friday, May 6th, at
the Northwood Hall. The
event raised over $14,000 in
support of Blue Skies for
Children and our Little Wishes
Programs. This event is one of
two major fundraisers that
provide the majority of Blue
Skies annual funding.

We thank our 9th
Annual Casino Night
sponsors - see pg 4

Our Winter Warm
Up program starts
in October. Please
donate new and
gently used warm
coats, hats, scarves
and blankets for
ages 6 to 18.

Attendees enjoyed mock casino gaming such as Craps, Roulette, Blackjack, Texas hold’em

and a new game to the gaming
industry called High Card
Flush. The event offered heavy
appetizers, no-host bar, a midevent raffle dash, and end of
night prizes given to those top
three players who had won the
most chips.

event without the support of
our volunteer board, staff and
raffle donors. A big thank you
to our sponsors, who help
make the event a success.
Special thanks to our
two title sponsors:

More than 60 people attended
and enthusiastically enjoyed
the evening.
We would like to thank our
volunteer Safia Mohammed for
her help with set up and check
in. We could not put on the

Whatcom County Counts Homeless
In 2016, 719 people were
counted in a “point-intime” homeless count. A
total of 497 homeless
households were counted.
A total of 89 (18%) families
with children were counted, most of whom (70)
were single-parent families;
19 (4%) families had both

parents present. Seven
unaccompanied minors
were encountered this
year.
Homeless persons were
almost evenly divided between persons who identified as males (51%) and
identified as females (49%).
Ages ranged from less than

one year old to 77 years
old. The median age of all
homeless persons was 34
years. 16% of all homeless
persons this year were children under 10 years old,
and 23% were under 18
years old.
For more information, go to
www.whatcomhsc.com.

Welcome New Board Member
Welcome new board
member, Julie Fosty.
Julie works for the
Community & Family
Services Foundation as a
case manager. The
foundation is a nonprofit organization that
licenses and manages
foster homes. Julie

previously worked as a kindergarten and first grade teacher,
She has been licensed as a Title
26, Title 13 and Title 11
Guardian Ad Litem, and
focused on dependency cases
in located in Snohomish and
Whatcom Counties. Julie has
been a volunteer as a CASA
provider. She has witnessed

the benefits that Blue Skies
programs and services have
had on foster children and was
excited about the opportunity
to join the Blue Skies board.
Julie has a biological son and is
currently fostering a child.
For more information, go to
www.blueskiesforchildren.org
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Community Fundraisers Support Blue Skies
MOJO Music
Thank you to Mojo Music for
supporting Blue Skies Instrument
loaner program through their
annual music festival on Sunday
Aug. 21 at Boundary Bay.

Bellingham Bay, The event is
offered to raise awareness of military post-traumatic stress, and
honor US and Canadian servicemen
and women who have lost their
lives to PTSD. Funds raised go to
support the Josh Fueston Swim to
Live Fund administered by Blue
Skies.

Josh Fueston Swim to Live

Thrillingham’s 8th Year!
Carlee Wilson is excited to take
the reigns and lead a team of volunteers to coordinate Bellingham’s
live zombie dance show - take the
class and dress up as a zombie and
join in the dance fun, or just come
out and support the event on Mon.
October 31st, 8pm to 10pm at
Maritime Heritage Park. Proceeds
will benefit Blue Skies for Children!
For more info got to:
www.thrillingham.com

This is the 7th year the Josh
Fueston Swim to Live event has
held a four mile swim in the

Thank you
to
The Norcliffe
Foundation
for their
ongoing
support and

Blue Skies distributes Backpacks
It’s official! Blue Skies has formalized its Back-to-School Backpack
program.
The program will be distributing
backpacks through September 22,
for all children who are homeless,
low-income or in foster care and
are ages 6 to 18 (or five years old
and entering Kindergarten).
Although Blue Skies has given away

backpacks for the past three years,
this is our first formally funded
year . About 112 backpacks were
given out in 2015.
With the support of Women
Sharing Hope who gave Blue Skies a
$1,000 grant toward backpacks in
June of this year, Blue Skies was
able to purchase 140 more backpacks just in time for the 2016/17
school year, through a wholesaler.

Julie Guay, Executive Director for
Blue Skies, said “We expect at least
350 students through this program
this year but we expect the number
will likely be closer to 500+ next
year as more families become
aware of the program.”

two year grant
designated to
our Little
Wishes
Programs

Some of the school districts including Bellingham are providing school
supplies this year but not backpacks. To donate call 360.756.6710

Support Blue Skies 16th Annual Auction
Join us on November 19th to
support Blue Skies largest
fundraiser of the year. We are
currently accepting donation of
items and services for both our
silent and live auctions.
Gather your friends together and
book a table now.
Sponsorships are also available and
range from $250 to $10,000.

We hope to raise over $100,000
and can not do so without our
community! Contact our office or
a board member for more information or go online to our website
to buy a ticket, sponsorship or to
give a donation.

martial arts, team and individual sports., and provides basic
essentials for over 1,000
children annually, who are living
homeless, low-income or in
foster care,

Blue Skies provides support for
nearly 90 children per month
enrolled in music lessons, dance,

www.blueskiesforchildren.org

For more information, go to:

Donate a brand new backpack now for a child in need
in Whatcom County

Blue Skies for Children
2505 Cedarwood Ave., Ste. 5
Bellingham, WA 98225

Phone: 360-756-6710
Fax: 360-738-6684
E-mail: BlueSkies@blueskiesforchildren.org
Mission: To raise hope and self-esteem by sponsoring
enrichment activities and other essentials for homeless,
low-income and foster children.

Check out our new website!
www.blueskiesforchildren.org

Welcome Community Partners
We are excited to welcome three
new community partners in 2016.
The Bellingham Festival of Music
Has sponsored five children taking
music lesson this year, in addition to
supporting our musical instrument
loaner program.

Christ The King Church

Thrivent Financial

Has committed to a long term partnership with Blue Skies, as one of
eight organizations they have chosen
in the local community, to provide
both financial support and volunteers.

We are honored to have been
chosen by Thrivent Financial, a
fortune 500 investment firm as a local
non-profit eligible for Thrivent
Choice grants.

For more information please contact
wendyp@ctk.church

For more information contact Adrain
J. Brodeur at 360.752.3386 or email
adrain.brodeur@thrivent.com

For more information go to
www.bellinghamfestival.org.

Thank you CTK for printing our
Newsletter!

