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Holiday Support for
Families in Need
Thank You to our business partners that support our local kids during the holidays by going above & beyond.
SPECIAL THANKS:
Avenue Bread, Dewey
Griffin Subaru, The
Filling Station, Smith
Gardens, Toys for Tots,
Ticket To Dream Fdn.,
Velocity Athletc Training & Village Books.

The Year 2020 In Review
donors that continued to support
us during this time. It made a big
difference in our ability to thrive.
One third of our Enrichment
Program participants were able
to continue with art and music
In the early part of the year,
lessons. Instructors became creaBlue Skies had to cancel its
tive and utilized Zoom or taught
Annual Casino Night Fundraiser
lessons in the outdoors. We were
and pivot to a Raffle Fundraiser.
able to reopen the office midOur sponsors, raffle donors, and
August. In September, we sadly
raffle participants were very
lost one of our four employees to
supportive and our fundraiser
a large company that was offerwas successful.
ing full time employment.
The office was then closed for
Quickly another pivot was evifour months during the initial
dent - we moved our Annual
stay at home order to help keep
Charity Auction to an online forour staff safe. This was a difficult
mat. Our Annual Charity Auction
time, not knowing how Blue
prep was going to be different
Skies would fare with an overthis year. No meals to coordiwhelming reduction in individunate, no seating charts, no aucal donations and so much of our
tioneer or DJ. There was no
community suddenly unemphysical venue to decorate. No
ployed. We are truly grateful for
one needed to dress up and
the businesses and monthly
It seems that with all things in
2020 we must be open to
change, and transition to new
ways of doing business during
this pandemic.

gather their friends. Socially, it
was admittedly quite different.
We were thrilled to have over
100 people participate in our
auction, many of whom were
new to our auction. We were
blessed with over 150 auction
items donated by local businesses and 15 amazing business sponsors that helped us
raise $76,512. Although short
of our goal, this was an awesome feat, and we celebrated
the results.
We could not have done any of
this without YOU! We thank
YOU for your support, your
donations, and your kindness
through the most challenging
year yet. YOU helped us to be
able to continue our mission of
helping our local homeless,
low-income and foster youth.

In Memory of Evan J. Sobjack, Fund is Established
Evan J. Sobjack was an avid
snowboarder. His love for
the outdoors was evident
in all that he did. He loved
football, dirt bike riding
and hiking.
Evan lost his life this year
in a boating accident. In
memory of Evan and all of
the life he lived, his loving

family established the Evan
J. Sobjack Memorial Fund,
Legends of Baker, in an
effort to create an opportunity for our local homeless, low-income and foster
youth to learn the joy of
snowboarding. The fund
will provide support for
local school ski bus fees,

snowboarding lessons, day
passes, and gear for those
in 5th and 6th Grade.
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Little Wishes
Corner
So many families have experienced a particularly difficult
hardship this year. Recently,
a single mom came in to Blue
Skies in search of help. She
has three biological children,
and had recently taken in her
two nephews who were otherwise headed to foster care.

A huge thank you
to Bombas Socks

for a generous
donation of 2,000
pairs of socks

for each child, warm coats,
job and finances are very tight. sweatshirts, socks, backpacks, books and masks. Two
The kids range in ages from
of the kids turned in applicafour to eighteen. Her schooltions for a Little Wish for
age kids were soon to start
bicycles and helmets. All of
school in a district with a hybrid
these items were beyond the
model, attending part-time on
scope of her budget and
school campus and part-time
mom was exceptionally
home-school. The help mom
grateful. The kids were excitreceived from Blue Skies
ed to start back to school
helped to ease her immediate
with a warm coat and brand
concerns for her kids. Blue
new backpack. Mom said
Skies provided a fleece blanket that between paying rent
Mom works a minimum wage

Masks For Charity
In early pandemic months,
masks were difficult to
source. Bill D, a long time
friend of Blue Skies, took to
his sewing machine and created high quality, well-fitting
masks. What started on a

Donate a warm
winter coat or
blanket through
January.
Office Drop Off:
2505 Cedarwood Ave.
Suite #5
Bellingham, WA 98225
Mon-Thurs 10 AM - 4 PM
PH: 360.756.6710

whim, quickly grew into a
small hobby. Requests from
friends and family started to
roll in. Mutual friends, Terry
V. and Gladys H. began to
help sell the masks for $10 to
$15 each, Bill then donated
100% of proceeds to Blue
Skies for Children. To date,
Bill has sold over 60 masks in
support of Blue Skies . Thank
You Bill, Terry, and Gladys,
we appreciate you!

and keeping food on the table
for five kids, it was hard to
provide anything more. She
said it felt like a glimmer of
hope to see the big smiles on
their faces. She shared that
her kids felt much more excited about going back to school
and seeing their friends again.

We owe Ms. Deanna Kangas a debt
of gratitude for nearly 12 years of
service with Blue Skies. Deanna
worked in the office from 2009 to
2011, leaving to homeschool her
two children. She continued to
volunteer her graphic art and social
media expertise. Her work with
Blue Skies grew and she soon
became a contract employee.
Deanna has a new
pursuit and we wish
her the best in her
new endeavors.

Driver’s Education Scholarships Awarded
Congratulations to four well deserving individuals who have received Blue Skies for Children’s 2020
Driver’s Education Scholarship Awards. Briana Lopez-Rodriguea, Mariana Gutierrez, Jullisa Sindingan
-Herrera, and Jayzia Jones. Applicants must be between the ages of 15 and 17, have access to a car
and auto insurance. Each candidate submits an application, letter of support from a parent, letter of
reference from a school counselor or family friend, school transcripts, and a short essay.

Fall “FunDrive” Fundraiser
Blue Skies Board of Directors
conducted a Fundraiser
through Value Village’s
FunDrive Program, collecting
over 150 bags totaling nearly
2,700 pounds of clothing,
shoes, bedding and more.

Value Village pays by the
pound. Board Member, Jessica Raymond, led the fundraiser this year and wishes to
thank all those who cleaned
out closets to help make this
fundraiser a success. Thank

you to Christ the King Church and
WWU’s Comm 224 for your support
of the fundraiser. A big thanks
to John L. Scott
for the loan of
their box truck!
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Thank You to Our 2020 Auction Sponsors
We wish to thank our local businesses that sponsored our 2020 Annual Charity Auction, Local businesses who sponsored this event contributed a total of $15,750 to this event. We appreciate our Community’s support of Blue Skies and encourage you to help us thank our
sponsors by supporting their businesses in the coming year.

Why I Support Blue Skies
I support Blue Skies for Children because
I have witnessed the positive impact of
the programs and services that they provide. Blue Skies helps children explore
their interests in enrichment activities
such as sports, music or dance. They
make sure kids are equipped with basic
necessities like shoes, backpacks and
warm coats. I'm honored to serve on the
board of such an amazing organization.
-Natalie R. - Board Member

Welcome Jamie Smeall,
New Board Member

Thank You Dick Meyer &
Dewey Griffin Subaru
Our gratitude goes out to Dewey Griffin
Subaru for providing
150 sweatshirts and
100 backpacks for
our Back to School Program. Dewey
Griffin’s owner, Dick Meyer, has been a
long time supporter of Blue Skies for
Children. We are deeply saddened by
his passing. His kindness and generosity
were felt by all that knew him. Dick will
be greatly missed.

Why I Support Blue Skies
I support Blue Skies for Children
because I believe in their ability to
help and support a large number of
children in our community in a wide
range of programs. I don’t know of
another organization that can do
what BSFC does. I like knowing that
the funds stay local and they are
helping our community directly. I love
being a volunteer, donor and board
member!
- Jamie S. - Board Member

Jamie Smeall was born and raised in Bellingham and attended Mt. Baker High School.
She has been the Human Resources Director at Avenue Bread for the past 12 years.
Jamie and her husband Kevin have three children and live in the county on their family
farm.
Jamie has been a volunteer and advocate for Blue Skies for Children for the past seven
years, and decided to join Blue Skies Board of Directors in 2020. Jamie has a passion for
helping homeless, low-income and foster youth and believes that every child deserves
a chance to be heard and to have the same opportunities as their peers.
In her spare, time Jamie likes to travel, go camping, volunteer in the community, and
work on the farm with her friends and family.
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2505 Cedarwood Ave., Ste. 5
Bellingham, WA 98225
Phone: 360-756-6710
Email: BlueSkies@blueskiesforchildren.org

Mission: To raise hope and selfesteem by sponsoring enrichment

Do you want to give back to our local community but are not sure how to start?

activities and other essentials

Join Blue Skies for Children’s board of directors! We are searching for (2) passionate
individuals to join our board.

for homeless, low-income
and foster children.

Please Consider Donating
Donate Online: blueskiesforchildren.org
There are many ways to help Blue Skies, including volunteering on our board of directors, Sponsoring-A-Child
monthly or annually, or simply by donating financial
support. Inkind donations are always welcome and we
are currently collecting the following NEW items for our
homeless, low-income and foster youth, ages 6 to 18.

Warm Winter Coats - Gloves - Socks
Winter Hats - Pajamas - Blankets - Toys
Athletic Shoes - Gift Cards for Teens

Save The Date
Spring Raffle
To be held
May 5, 2021
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Thank you Dewey Griffin Subaru for 150 sweatshirts and 100
backpacks for our Back-to-School Program. You made
so many kids very happy!

Thank You to The Willows Inn
on Lummi Island
for sponsoring Blue Skies
Auction Raffle. Because of your
donation, our raffle raised
$10,300!

Save The Date
Blue Skies Auction
To be held online
October 23, 2021

We Love Our Community Partners
We are grateful to the Bellingham
Festival of Music, who has generously
sponsored up to (13) children enrolled
in music lessons this year.

We are grateful to Christ The King
Church, who has generously
supported Blue Skies through their
youth groups, knitters group and as a
non-profit Blessings Fund partner.

