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SUPPORTING LOCAL
FAMILIES IN NEED
Thank You to our
business partners that
support our local kids
during the holidays by
going above & beyond.
Special Thanks to:
Avenue Bread; Brandon
Nelson Partners;
Community Toy Store;
Dewey Griffin Subaru;
The Filling Station; Joy
of Pilates, Smith
Gardens, & Village Books
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Blue Skies 19th Annual Charity Auction
Blue Skies for Children’s 19th
Annual Dinner and Charity
Auction was held October 12,
2019 at the Four Points by
Sheraton. The event offered
a fun nautical “Hope Anchors
the Soul” theme, including
Mike Kent (of Windermere
Real Estate) as our auctioneer
as “Captain” & Bob Hagedorn
dressed as “Admiral” acting
as our emcee. DJ services
were provided by Drew Graham, owner of WannaDance
Mobile DJ Services.
The night included both live
and silent auctions, a retail
bid board, raffle, games, and
a dessert dash.
More than 400 businesses

donated to the auction including: (21) businesses who sponsored the event, and one wine
raffle sponsor. Over (130) people attended the event, and (18)
people volunteered to help with
set up and the evening of the
auction.
As the key fundraiser of the
year, this event is the basis for
our ability to serve our homeless, low-income and foster
children in the coming year. As
always, our local community
provided Blue Skies with outstanding support.

Our local
Community
helped
Blue Skies
raise over
$120,600 at our
Annual Auction

We wish to thank all who were
involved in this event for their
kind and generous contribution,
making this event a success!
Thank you to our Event Sponsor,
Dewey Griffin Subaru.

Local Realtors Sell 100 Homes, Benefits Blue Skies
Brandon Nelson Partners
Realtors celebrated a 2019
milestone of selling 100
Homes by giving Blue Skies
for Children a gift of
$10,000. The Brandon
Nelson Partners (BNP)
team hit the sale of their
100th home this year on

August 12th , and in joyful
celebration threw a “100
Homes Party” including
friends, food, wine, and
generously donated
$10,000 to Blue Skies for
Children. BNP wishes to
thank their clients and the
community who made this

milestone possible, and
says they wish to honor
Blue Skies for Children for
doing such important work
in our local community.
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Summer’s Little Wish
“Summer” is 16 years old and
struggles with social skills and
expressing her emotions. She and
her mom came to Blue Skies to
request a Little Wish for animal
therapy. Summer attended a local
animal therapy camp and gained
much needed time to focus on
working through her emotions
and being able to better interact
at school and within her family.
Picture courtesy of Google images

Our Winter Warm
Up Program
continues through
December 19th.

Please donate new
warm coats &
blankets now for
ages 6-18.
Office Drop Off:
2505 Cedarwood Ave.,
Ste 5,
Bellingham, WA 98225
Mon-Thurs 10 AM - 4 PM
PH: 360.756.6710

Summer loves to swim and play

the violin. When she grows up
she wants to work with toddlers
and babies.
Summer’s mom wrote that she
and Summer are so grateful to
Blue Skies for the opportunity to
participate in animal therapy.
Summer has learned to be more
patient and understanding with
others and herself and is now
better able to share her
emotions with others.

Winter Warm Up, In Need of Blankets
With falling temperatures, our
local kids living homeless, lowincome or in foster care are in
need of warm winter gear.

We have already distributed items
to over 800 children since October
30th and will continue distribution
through the month.

Many of our families struggle to
pay electric bills, and those living
in homes and apartments need
extra layers throughout the
winter months.

Each year we run short on items
and this year is no exception, We
are currently in need of 200 fleece
blankets and warm coats in youth
sizes 6, 8,10, and 12.

Blue Skies is currently collecting
and distributing new winter coats,
hats, gloves, scarves, and blankets
for children who are 6 - 18 years.

We are grateful to local groups
who have crotcheted, knitted, hand
crafted, and sewn brand new
brightly colored scarves, blankets,

hats, and mittens.
We are so grateful to so many including but not limited to: Tyler N.,
Judy K., Joanne B., CTK Youth
Group, Harry & Lyn A., Bed Bath &
Beyond, The Greenhouse, Avenue
Bread, Launching Success Learning
Store, Pam P., WWU’s Comm 224
class, Lynn S., Allen Law Firm, and
Emily K.
We thank you for
your kind support.

Community Supports Blue Skies
Many local businesses support Blue Skies and our Winter Warm Up Program. We wish to thank Avenue
Bread, Bed Bath & Beyond, Clothes4Souls, Community Toy Store, Christ the King Church, Dewey Griffin
Subaru, Smith Gardens, PSE Members, Scotty Brown’s The Filling Station, The Greenhouse, Mattress Firm
Foster Kids, Joy of Pilates, Lightening Tree Designs, Peter James, Crave Catering and Zumiez Foundation.

Interested in Joining our Blue Skies Board?
Blue Skies for Children is
looking for (4) wonderful
people with a heart for our
mission to join our board of
directors. Board meetings
are one evening per month.

As a board member you are
tasked with advocating for Blue
Skies and supporting our two
annual fundraisers. You are an
excellent candidate if you love
what we do, & have a heart for

children. Our board members
help to solicit donations for
our annual auction, support
fundraising activities, volunteer
their time and talents to
organizational governance.
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SAVE THE DATE - SATURDAY APRIL 18, 2020
We hope you will join us at our 13th Annual Casino Night at Four Points Hotel on April 18, 2020 at 6:30pm .
It is always a great night to gather your friends and come out to support Blue Skies for Children. Enjoy faux gaming
such as Texas Hold’em Poker, Black Jack, Red Dog, High Card Flush, Spanish 21, and more. This event offers
appetizers, desserts, no host bar, raffles and end of night gaming prizes.

Thank You to Our 2019 Auction Sponsors
We wish to thank our local businesses that sponsored our 2019
Annual Dinner & Charity Auction,
with the theme “Hope Anchors
the Soul!”
Local businesses who sponsored
this event contributed a total of
$16,250 to this event.

Wine Sponsor:

$500 Sponsors:

$1000 Sponsors:

We appreciate our Community’s
support of Blue Skies and encourage you to help us thank our
sponsors by supporting their
businesses in the coming year.
$3000 Sponsor:

We also
wish
to thank:

Why I Support Blue Skies
“There’s nothing better than knowing that through my donations and
volunteerism that I have helped
make children in our community a
little happier, healthier, and able to
face the world knowing they live in
a caring community. As a board
member, an adoptive parent, and
an ongoing volunteer, there is
nothing I am more proud of than
being a part of Blue Skies for
Children!”
Heidi H.

Why We Became Foster Parents
My husband and I suddenly became foster parents in 2016 when a 10 year old student,
at the school where I work, needed a safe place to live and had no family in the area
that could take her. It was a life-changing experience for us, and we decided to become
licensed foster parents. Being that loving, safe, and consistent person for a child, when
their life has been completely upended, is an honor and a gift. As foster parents, our
job is to love and protect the children in our care - regardless if we have them for a few
days or several years. We are there to celebrate when parents are able to turn their
lives around and kids are returned home. We are also there to support the kids when
they receive devastating news that they aren’t able to return home. Being a foster parent is both amazing and challenging. Having organizations like Blue Skies for Children
helps us as foster parents meet the needs of our kids.
Tim & Jessica R.
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2505 Cedarwood Ave., Ste. 5
Bellingham, WA 98225
Mission: To raise hope and self-esteem

Phone: 360-756-6710

by sponsoring enrichment activities
and other essentials for homeless, lowincome and foster children.

Email: BlueSkies@blueskiesforchildren.org

Do you want to give back to our local community
but are not sure how to start?
Join Blue Skies for Children’s board of directors!
We are searching for (4) passionate individuals
to join our board.

We Love Our Community Partners

Christ the King Church’s youth group held a Blanket Party Service Project and
created over 50 warm blankets for Blue Skies Winter Warm Up Program.

We are so grateful to the Bellingham Festival of Music, who has generously
sponsored (13) children taking music lessons this year.

Local Teen Works Toward Eagle Scout Rank
Tyler N. conducted a highly
successful coat drive for Blue
Skies and put on a pancake
breakfast fundraiser at The
Elks Lodge on Sat. Nov 16th as
part of his journey to obtain
his Eagle Scout Badge. Tyler
successfully collected (75)
coats, (26) hats, (11) blankets
and (24) pairs of gloves plus
sweaters, snow pants & more!

Tyler N. and his mom Norma
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