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18th Annual Dinner & Charity Auction
Blue Skies for Children’s 18th
Annual Dinner and Charity
Auction was held October 27,
2018 at the Four Points by
Sheraton. The event offered
a fun “Willy Wonka - Pure
Imagination!” theme including Mike Kent, of Windermere Real Estate, as our
auctioneer, & Bob Hagedorn
dressed as “Willy Wonka” as
emcee. DJ services were
provided by Drew Graham,
owner of WannaDance
Mobile DJ Services.
The night included both live
and silent auctions, a bid
board, a Wonka Bar Raffle
featuring (5) golden tickets, a
wine raffle, trip raffle, games,
and a dessert dash.
More than 420 businesses
donated to the auction

including: 25 businesses who
sponsored the event, one wine
raffle sponsor, and three businesses who sponsored tables.
161 people attended the event,
and more than 20 people
volunteered to help with set up
as well as at the auction.

Our local
Community
helped
Blue Skies
raise over
$111,800

foster children in the coming
year. As always, our local
community provided Blue
Skies with outstanding support.
We wish to thank all who
were involved in this event
for their kind and generous
contribution, making this
event a success.

Without you, we would
not have an event, and
would not have the ability to serve our local
youth in the coming
year. We thank you!

Chateau Ste. Michelle contributed wine and 20 donors
supported the Dessert Dash.
This event is key to Blue Skies
for Children’s ability to serve
our homeless, low-income and

Thank you to our Event Sponsor,
Dewey Griffin Subaru.

Alyssa Dayley Joins Blue Skies Team
We welcome Alyssa Dayley
to Blue Skies for Children as
Program Coordinator to
oversee our One Time Little
Wishes Program, the Shoe
Give Program, Back to
School Backpack Program
and Winter Warm Up.
Alyssa is a recent transplant

to the Bellingham area, having
grown up in Michigan and lived all
over the country, most recently in
Hawaii. She moved here with her
husband and two little boys to be
near the mountains and the beauty
of the Pacific Northwest.

2013, having studied Art History, Philosophy, and Gender Studies.
She is an avid reader, enjoys classic films,
hiking with family, Broadway music and
jazz and goes into Seattle to experience
both every chance she gets.

She loves getting to meet the children we
Alyssa graduated with her B.A. from serve and the hands-on experience of
meeting the needs of the families who
Grand Valley State University in
come to Blue Skies.
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Little Wish for Karate
“Sheri” is just 11 years old. When
family circumstances changed a
year ago, she was afraid she could
no longer take karate. Her mom
came to Blue Skies and made a
Little Wish so Sheri could continue
her love of Karate.
Sheri says “My favorite subject in
school is art, but I dream of being
a karate teacher and a pediatric
nurse, because I love karate and
babies. I love learning new karate
skills and helping the younger
kids.” She says, “Karate makes me
feel happy and stronger.”

Our Winter Warm
Up Program
continues through
December 20th.

or gently used
warm coats &
blankets needed
now for ages 6-18.
Drop off at Office:
2505 Cedarwood Ave., Ste 5,
Bellingham, WA 98225
Mon-Thurs 10 AM - 4 PM
PH: 360.920.6179

Sheri was Class President at
school this last year, and is now
working toward earning her
brown belt.
Great Job, Sheri!

Winter Warm Up Program, Needs Coats
Winter weather has arrived, and
children are waiting for the school
bus on frost covered roads.
With falling temperatures, our
local kids are in need of a Winter
coat to keep them warm.
Blue Skies is currently collecting
new and gently used warm winter
coats, hats, gloves, scarves and
blankets that will be distributed to
children ages 6 to 18 years of age.

Please donate new

Sheri’s karate instructor says,
“Sheri has so much confidence.
She is a selfless child and cares for
everyone. Because of her positive
attitude, her leadership, her helpful nature, and all of her hard
work, Sheri was awarded Student
of the Month.”

We estimate that we will serve

500 to 700 children through this
program, but in just the first few
weeks, we have already served over
300 kids.
The program will be distributing
items through December 20 to all
children who are homeless, lowincome or in foster care.
In 2017, Blue Skies distributed
3,321 warm winter items to 760
kids in need. Every year we run
short on coats or blankets and this

year is no exception, We are
currently in need of warm coats
sizes 7, 8 and 10.
We are grateful to local groups
who have crotcheted, knitted,
hand crafted, and sewn brand new
brightly colored scarves, blankets,
hats, and mittens for our local
community. We Thank You for
your generosity and support.
To donate call:
360.756.6710

Welcome New Board Member, Vickie Braam
A warm welcome to our
newest board member, Vickie
Braam. Vickie became a
member of the Blue Skies
board in the Summer of 018.

her service for Blue Skies.

She has been an advocate for
foster children since becoming a foster/adopt parent in
1992 and hopes to bring her
passion for improving the lives
of underprivileged children to

In her spare time she enjoys
knitting, crocheting, sewing,
reading, entertaining & spending
time with family and friends.

Vickie is a semi-retired professional bridal seamstress and coowns a small construction company with her husband.
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Community Supports Blue Skies
Thank you Fairhaven Parkway Shell
for your support, by collecting
donations throughout the year that
have totaled over $1,100.

Thank you to the Greenhouse and
Glassybaby White Light Fund for
raising $730 for Blue Skies.

On October 2, The Filling Station
raised $185 on Give Back Tuesday
in support of Blue Skies.

Save the date

Thank You to Our Auction Sponsors
We wish to THANK our local
businesses that sponsored our
2018 Annual Dinner & Charity
Auction, with the theme
“Willy Wonka, Pure Imagination!” Local businesses who
sponsored this event contributed a total of $24,900.
We appreciate their support
and hope you will help us
thank them by supporting their
businesses in our community.

$2500 Sponsors:

$1000 Sponsors:

$1700 Sponsor:
$500 Sponsors:

$1500 Sponsor:

$5000 Sponsor:

Wine Sponsor:

Casino
Night
Fundraiser

Avenue Bread, Bank of the Pacific, Bellingham Police Association, Braam Construction, Care Medical, Cascade Dafo, Ershigs,
Inc., Gladys Hyatt, CPA PS, Hardware
Sales, Holiday Inn Express, Judd & Black,
LaserPoint Awards & Promotions,
Lynden Sheet Metal, Samuels Furniture,
Rice Insurance, American Family
Insurance, Nancy Leavitt, Yeagers,

SATURDAY
MARCH 16, 2019
To attend our 12th
Annual St. Patrick’s
Day Casino Night. It
is always a great
night to gather your
friends and come out
to support Blue Skies
for Children. Enjoy
faux gaming such as
Poker, Back Jack, Red
Dog, Spanish 21,
Roulette, and more.
This event offers
appetizers, desserts,
no host bar, raffles
and gaming prizes.

$250 Sponsors: Home Attendant Care.
Thank you to our local businesses that
give back to our local community!

Why I Sponsor A Child
“Blue Skies has been an organization that I can believe in. I see
change in kids served by their enrichment programs. Being a former
foster parent, and now adoptive
parent, working with DSHS, you
know what resources are available
and not. The compassion and care
for taking care of local children in
need, is what led me to help be a
part of this organization.

Blue Skies provides so much
opportunity for so many kids, and
each program has its own purpose
and meaning. There is not much
more you can ask for in life, when
you see the lives of children being
positively changed by the collective
efforts made by everyone at Blue
Skies for Children.”
- Kevin Coleman, Whatcom Talk

Why I Am A Foster Parent
“I became a foster parent in 2014 because
my niece needed a placement, a home, a
loving environment to thrive in. She was in
a sibling set of six at the time and all the
older siblings were already in different
homes. There was no one to help, all other
avenues had been utilized. Now I am a foster parent to her and her two younger siblings. My life is so full of love and happiness
provided by my nieces and nephew!” -Lisa P.
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Do you want to give back to our local community
but are not sure how to start?

2505 Cedarwood Ave., Ste. 5
Mission: To raise hope and self-esteem

Bellingham, WA 98225

by sponsoring enrichment activities
and other essentials for homeless, low-

Phone: 360-756-6710

income and foster children.
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Email: BlueSkies@blueskiesforchildren.org

Join Blue Skies for Children’s board of directors! We
are searching for two passionate individuals to join
our board.

We Love Our Community Partners

Earlier this year, Christ the King Church middle school
group held a Blanket Party Service Project and in one
short hour created 15 “no-sew” blankets for
Blue Skies Winter Warm Up Program.

Thank you to our CTK Partner’s Knitters
Group, we received large bags of hats and
gloves, as well as many matching sets. Thank
you CTK Knitters Group!

Local Kids Supporting Local Kids in Need

Lucy K. collected warm
fleece blankets in lieu of
birthday gifts for her 9th
birthday.

Cash C. and Sawyer C.
working with dad, Seth, to
put on a hot dog stand to
raise money for Blue Skies!

Wild Whatcom Groups helping Blue Skies with THIS
newsletter’s envelope labels. It’s a big job and these
24 girls are hard at work.

